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The Armenian government has announced radical changes in state policy regarding
the events of the early 20th century. As it became known on April 17, the Armenian
government is developing a package of measures that envisages the complete
cancellation of public events dedicated to the Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day,
which were traditionally held on April 24.

After the meeting between the parliamentarians of Armenia and Azerbaijan in Istanbul,
information was disseminated about the upcoming reforms in the historical and
cultural sphere. It is planned to cancel all public actions from 2027, including the
traditionally held multi-thousand-strong march to the Tsitsernakaberd Memorial
Complex in Yerevan.

The same memorial complex, according to sources, will undergo large-scale
reconstruction. The current Armenian Genocide Museum is planned to be reorganized
into the History Museum of Armenia, which, according to the authorities, should
change the direction of perception of the historical narrative.

In parallel with these steps, personnel changes are also planned: earlier this year,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan dismissed the director of the Armenian Genocide



Museum. The reason is the gift given to US Vice President Vance - a book on the
Armenian Genocide.

In addition to internal changes, Yerevan also reportedly intends to abandon its
long-standing diplomatic line aimed at international recognition of the Armenian
Genocide committed by the Ottoman Empire.

“Our official position is that international recognition of the Armenian Genocide is not
among our foreign policy priorities,” Pashinyan stated in an interview with the Public
Radio of Armenia, commenting on the prospects for Armenian-Turkish relations.

The Prime Minister has also repeatedly touched upon this topic in the context of
discussions on a peace treaty between Armenia and Azerbaijan.
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“It is enough to feed our people with information about genocides. The race for
genocides must be stopped,” Pashinyan noted, adding that in the South Caucasus,
“everyone accuses everyone else of genocide.” According to him, such rhetoric does
not bring practical benefits and only creates new conflicts.The reforms will also concern
the education system. Pashinyan has instructed the government to submit a program
for revising school history textbooks by the end of the summer.

“We should not burden the minds of young people with all this. We should look forward,
not live endlessly looking back,” the Armenian Prime Minister said.

According to the government, these steps can contribute to the normalization of
relations with Turkey. Official Ankara has repeatedly stated that the topic of the
Armenian Genocide is one of the main obstacles to the process of restoring dialogue
between the two neighboring countries.
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